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•'.jy :>. ..- - Wash ing ton . •; 

40-hO''JR T^EK EJllMPTION ^OR SAPPHIRE ivilNING UNDEId/YAY ••• -ooA-

0-/ertiir,e for hydrau l i c mining of sapphi res in the S t a t e of Montana need not 

be pa id u n t i l a f t e r 12 hours a day or 56 hours a week for 14 weeks i f a p r e l i m i n a r y 

detenp. inat ion c l a s s i f y i n g t h i s bype of mining as a seasonal i n d u s t r y becomes 

f i n a l . This p r e l i m i n a r y de te rmina t ion was m-ade pub l i c today by Thomas W, Hollcuid, 

Adminis t ra to r of the Wage and Hour D iv i s ion , U. S, Department of Labor, 

I f no ob j ec t i on and r eques t for hear ing i s receivod vd th in f i f t e e n days , the 

Adminis t ra to r v / i l l mrke a f ind ing upon the prima fac ie case sho-'.vn in tho .applica­

t i o n of The American Gem Mines of P h i l i p s b u r g , Montana, ' * ., ' 

The A d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s n o t i c e s t a t e s : -'•,.:-•:' -A;, 

tt 
, . • i t a p p e a r s from s a i d ' appl : ' . ca t ion end upon f u r t h e r i roz-es t ig- i t ion t h a t : 

" 1 , A l l o r p r a c t i c a l l y a l l of t ho s-apphires p r o c u d e d i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 

a r e mined from, s ' a r face or o p e n - c u t s i n t h e S t a t e of Montana t y h y d r a u l i c m e t h o d s , 

" 2 , Tho m i n i n g of s a p p h i r e s from s u r f a c e ,.-r o p e n - c a t s by mebhods employ ing 

hydrau l i ' . ck ing i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d by s innua l l y r e c u r r e n t c e s s a t i o n of o p e r a t i o n s 

c a u s e d t y f r o o z i n g t e m p e r a t u r e s ond v/:-.tor s h o r t t i g e , • / , '-, 

" o . Except f o r m a i n t e n a n c e , r e p a i r o.nd s a l e s v/ork, t h o min ing of s a p p h i r e s 

f rcm s a r f ; . c o o r o p e n - c u t s by methods employ ing h y d r a u l i c k i n g i n t h e S t a t e of 

Montana c o a s o s c o m p l o t o l y a t r o g u l i ' . r l y r o c u r r i n g t i m e s of t h e y e a r f o r a pĉ  r i o d of 

o .pprox imatc ly s i x months o r more bocau.-^o duo t o c l i m a t i c o r o t h e r n a t u r a l c o n ­

d i t i o n s t h e i . i a t o r i a l s employod by t h e i n d u s t r y ..iro n o t a v a i l a b l e i n t h o form i n 

v/hich t h e y a r c h a n d l e d o r p r o c e s s e d , " • . ' • . 
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