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' 40-HOUR WEEK EXEMPTION FOR SAPPHIRE WMINING UNDERWAY

Overtime for hydreulic mining of seapphires in the State of Montana need not
be paid until after 12 hours & day or 56 hours & week for 14 weeks if a preliminary
determination classifying this type of mining as a seasonal industry becomes
finale This preliminary determination was made public today by Thomas We Holland,
Administrator of the Wage and Hour Division, Us. Se Department of Labore

If no objection and request for ﬁearing is received within fifteen days, the
Administrator will meke a finding upon the prime facie case shown in the epplica-
tion of The American Gem Mines of Philipsburg, Montanoe

The Administrutor's notice stotes:

" o o o It appoors from sold applicction and upon further investigation that:

"le All or proctically all of the supphires procuded in the United Steates
are mined from surface or open-cuts in the State of Monteong by hydraulic methodse

"2e¢ The mining of secpphircs from surface or open-cuts by methods employing
hydroaulicking is charccterized by ahnuully recurrent cessction of opoerations
coused bty frucéing temperatures snd wotor shortagee

"%e Except for muintencnce, repeir cnd scles work, the mining of sapphires
from surficc or open-cuts by mcthods employing hydroulicking in the Stave of
Monteno cowses complotoly ot rogularly rocurring times of the year for o poried of
cpproximctely six months or more becouse due to climatic or other natural con-

ditions the matericls employed by the industry arc not available in the form in

which they arc hondled or processcds"
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